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STORYTELLING OPPORTUNITIES

THERE IS SOMETHING MAGICAL ABOUT MIDSUMMER

The sun lingers well into the evening, shadows grow long, and for a few
precious weeks it seems as though darkness has forgotten its way. It is
no coincidence that cultures around the world have celebrated this
season for thousands of years. The longest days invited people outdoor,
to fields, village greens, and hilltops where neighbors gathered to feast,
sing, dance, and tell stories beneath the open sky.

With those gatherings came midsummer tales.

Across northern Europe, people spoke of hidden folk who wandered the
forests on warm summer nights. Fairies danced in moonlit meadows,
travelers encountered mysterious strangers, and ancient trees were said
to whisper secrets to those willing to listen. On the African plains,
villages gathered beneath the evening sky as griots preserved the
history of their people through story and song. Alongside tales of kings
and ancestors were the adventures of clever talking animals and the
trickster spider Anansi, whose wit often triumphed over strength.

Whether anyone believed every tale was almost beside the point. The
stories reminded people that the world still held mystery, wonder, and
possibilities beyond everyday life.

Perhaps every season has its own stories. Winter draws us to the fire for
tales of endurance and hope. Autumn invites reflection and
remembrance. But summer encourages us to look outward, to gather
beneath the stars, to laugh a little longer, and to rediscover the simple
joy of telling a story while the night is still young.

The settings may have changed from village greens to backyards, from
bonfires to campfires, but the tradition remains. We still gather. We still
listen. And somewhere between the last light of day and the first stars
overhead, a story finds its way into the circle.

May your summer be filled with long evenings, good friends, and stories
worth telling.

NEW HAMPSHIRE STORYTELLING ALLIANCE
— Quinn Golden PO BOX 202 FRANKLIN, NH 03235
President, NHSA HTTP://NHSTORYTELLING.ORG/
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MOUNT WASHINGTON VALLEY

"FESTIVAL

STORIES THAT CONNECT US

What do laughter, imagination, wisdom, and community have in common? They all come together at the 2026 Mount Washington
Valley Storytelling Festival, taking place September 16-20 in locations throughout the Valley. Whether you are a longtime fan of
storytelling or simply looking for a memorable experience, this year’s festival promises five days of inspiration, entertainment, and
connection.

Building on the success of last year’s inaugural festival, which attracted more than 250 participants from across New England, the
2026 festival expands its offerings with nationally recognized storytellers, workshops, family programming, and free evening
shows that celebrate the power of story to bring people together.

This year’s featured storytellers are three of the most engaging performers on the national storytelling scene: Bill Harley, Regi
Carpenter, and Antonio Rocha. Their performances blend humor, heart, music, folklore, personal narrative, and audience
participation, creating experiences that resonate with listeners of all ages.

The festival opens on Wednesday, September 16, with Bill Harley’s special performance of An lliad at the M&D Playhouse in
North Conway (Click Here to purchase $25 tickets). On Thursday evening at 7 pm, storytellers will appear for free at the
Farmstand in Chocorua (Bill Harley), Medallion Opera House in Gorham (Antonio Rocha), and the Christmas Farm Inn in
Jackson/Bartlett (Regi Carpenter), bringing the festival directly into communities throughout the Valley.

Friday and Saturday feature free 7 pm evening performances at the Whitney Community Center in Jackson, including Rivers and
Roads: Journeys Through Life on Friday and Magic, Mischief, and Mayhem on Saturday. The festival concludes on Sunday
afternoon with a free Family Show starting at 3 pm at the Whitney Community Center featuring Bill Harley.

For those who want to go beyond listening, two Saturday hands-on $25 workshops offer the opportunity to develop storytelling
skills. Participants can learn how to shape personal stories with Regi Carpenter or explore voice and sound techniques with
Antonio Rocha. Click Here to for more information and to register for workshops.

In a world increasingly dominated by screens and distractions, storytelling remains one of the most powerful ways to connect with
others. Stories help us laugh, reflect, understand different perspectives, and strengthen the bonds that make communities thrive.
The Mount Washington Valley Storytelling Festival offers a rare opportunity to experience that magic firsthand.

Most festival events are free and open to the public. Bring your family, invite your friends, and join us for a celebration of stories,
imagination, and community. You may arrive as a listener, but chances are you’ll leave with stories of your own to tell.

For festival details and registration information, visit Mount Washington Valley Storytelling Festival at
https://whitneyccprograms.com/annual-mwv-storytelling-festival/.

Antonio Rocha Regi Carpenter

NHSA FEATURE ARTICLE

IF YOU HAVE A WRITTEN PIECE THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE CONSIDERED AS THE MONTHLY
FEATURED ARTICLE IN THE NHSA NEWSLETTER, SEND YOUR SUBMISSIONS
(650 +/- WORDS WITH PHOTO)
TO: THERESAKIPP@CNTRES.COM


https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=mdp
https://friends-of-the-whitney-community-center.square.site/
https://whitneyccprograms.com/annual-mwv-storytelling-festival/
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At Our Monadnock Storytelling Circle,we have several veterans, including Papa Joe.

I have noticed how difficult it can be to get veterans to talk about their time in service.We have
a former submariner who wanted to tell stories about almost anything except submarines. But
after a year of gentle prompting, he finally did, and we were all fascinated. The same was true
with Papa Joe. | had to twist his arm, and the only way | could persuade him to tell his service
stories was to interview him. You can hear that interview in the Talking Stories Radio program
linked here: https://www.mixcloud.com/EastLondonRadio/talking-stories-107/

| came to the United States in late 1967 and experienced firsthand how deeply divided the
country was between those who supported the Vietnam War and those who opposed it. Time is

running out for that generation, which makes it especially important to encourage Vietnam veterans to tell their stories.

Every veteran should know that their experiences matter. Their stories are history, and they are interesting and valuable to any
audience. So, for our Storytelling Circle, | am going to reach out and try to involve more veterans. Their voices deserve to be

heard before they are lost.

Sebastian Lockwood
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2026 SUMMER - FALL SCHEDULE

o Thursday, July 23, 2026, 7:30pm
The World Fellowship Center Albany, NH

o Wednesday, August 5, 2026
Senior Activity Center Portsmouth, NH

e Thursday, August 6, 7pm
Bear Mountain Music Hall
427 Waterford Rd. Waterford, ME

e Sunday, August 23, 2026, 7pm
House Concert Plymouth, NH
For full details, contact Viking at
603-254-9873/vahedberg@gmail.com

o Monday, August 24, 2026, 7pm
Hanover Friends Meeting. Hanover, NH
For more info: 603-443-0896/lindsaydear@me.com

« Friday, August 28, 2026
Grand Isle, VT

o Saturday, August 29, 2026
Calvary Episcopal Church
370 VT RT 15 Jericho, VT

« Tuesday, September 1, 2026

The Notchland Inn
2 Morey Road (off Route 302) Hart’s Location, NH

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Friday, September 11, 2026
Reversing Falls Sanctuary
818 Bagaduce Rd. Brooksville, ME

Sunday, October 4, 2026
East Alstead, NH

Saturday, October 10, 2026, 7pm

Quixotic!

Franklin Opera House Production

at the Franklin Public Library. Franklin, NH

Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 7pm

Oars in the Water

(Co-hosting with Lee-Ellen Marvin)

An on-line program of the Healing Story Alliance

Saturday, November 7, 2026, 7pm

Featured Performer, Pioneer Valley Folklore Society
Song and Story Swap

First Church. 165 Main St. Amherst, MA

Saturday, November 21, 2026, 1pm
“The Sweater”
Concord Public Library. Concord, NH

NEW HAMPSHIRE STORYTELLING ALLIANCE BOARD MEMBERS

QUINN GOLDEN, PRESIDENT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS L Sy

ANDY DAVIS, VICE-PRESIDENT
VICKY DWORKIN, SECRETARY
RUTH NIVEN, TREASURER

JOYCE SABATO
PAPA JOE GAUDET
SHARON WOOD
THERESA KIPP
SEBASTIAN LOCKWOOD
RICHARD HART


https://bearmountainmusichall.org/schedule/
mailto:603-254-9873/vahedberg@gmail.com
mailto:603-443-0896/lindsaydear@me.com
https://www.mixcloud.com/EastLondonRadio/talking-stories-107/
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Storytelling News...

love Of Duabae Colleetive

Discovering Dunbar Workshops

The Man & The Poetry
Explore the private g‘” Freestylin' Fridays
& on the spoken word
public life ,g‘ poetry
of - of

Paul Laurence Dunbar’:‘% Paul Laurence Dunbar
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FRIDAYS 7:00 PM EDT, & FRIDAYS 7:00 PM EDT

Free on Zoom : Free on Zoom
i e —
Mark your calendar/ Mark your calendar!
July 17th & 31st Hgb July 10th & 24th
. August 14th & 28th & August 7th & 21st
Tamwich Facll itated Facilitated

Performers Ctrcle
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Bettye Holt-Haskins N%‘ Oni l.asana
Register @ www.LoveOfDunbar.com

Storytellers! Poets! Musicians! Mimes! (etc.)
Come share your work in an informal, attentive
environment. Listeners welcome.

2nd Tuesdays at 7pm
(4/14,5/12,6/9,7/14)

Tamworth Townhouse
27 Cleveland Hill Rd., Tamworth

For more info: vicky.dworkin@gmail.com

CENTRAL NH STORYTELLING GUILD
2ND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 1:00-3:00PM
HORSESHOE POND PLACE SENIOR CENTER,

CONTACT: RUTH NIVEN -RUTHNIVEN@HOTMAIL.COM
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ANNUAL STORYTELLING EVENTS

ALL DAY 1ST SAT IN MAY GRANITE STATE STORY SWAP
A FEATURED STORYTELLER’S KEYNOTE PLUS CONCERT AND STORYTELLERS SITTING AROUND AND SWAPPING STORIES ALL DAY.

SOMETIME BEFORE THANKSGIVING TELLABRATION!™
A CELEBRATION OF STORYTELLING HELD ALL OVER THE US AND MUCH OF THE WORLD. LOCALLY IN CONCORD, NH AND ON THE SEACOAST.

LAST WEEKEND IN MARCH - SHARING THE FIRE
A THREE-DAY FESTIVAL OF STORYTELLING WORKSHOPS, STORY SWAPS, CONCERTS AND CONTESTS FEATURING A WELL-KNOWN STORYTELLER’S KEYNOTE AND
CONCERT. SEE HTTPS://WWW.NESTORYTELLING.ORG/ FOR DETAILS.



http://nhstorytelling.org/granite-state-story-swap-2024
https://www.nestorytelling.org/
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