
SOUHEGAN STORYTELLING GUILD
 1ST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 7–8:30PM

 AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
 CONTACT: RICHARD HART  RICHHART49@GMAIL.COM

CENTRAL NH STORYTELLING GUILD 
2ND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 1:00-3:00PM
 HORSESHOE POND PLACE SENIOR CENTER, 

 CONTACT: RUTH NIVEN -RUTHNIVEN@HOTMAIL.COM

KITTERY CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS
 2ND MONDAY OF THE MONTH 6:30 – 8:30 PM  

KITTERY COMMUNITY CENTER
 CONTACT: TERE KIPP- THERESAKIPP@CNTRES.COM

TAMWICH PERFORMERS CIRCLE
2ND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 7PM

TAMWORTH TOWN HOUSE
CONTACT: VICKY DWORKIN-VICKY.DWORKIN@GMAIL.COM

SOUTHERN NH STORYTELLING GUILD
 3RD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 7:00PM – 8:50PM

 NASHUA PUBLIC LIBRARY (LOWER LEVEL), 
 CONTACT: KELLI WHITE- DRUMERAH@YAHOO.COM

MONADNOCK STORY CIRCLE 
CONTACT SEBASTIAN LOCKWOOD 

SEBASTIANLOCKWOOD88@GMAIL.COM 

SEACOAST STORYTELLERS GUILD 
4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH OF 

EXETER LIBRARY 6:30 - 8PM
CONTACT BARBARA PASTER -

FRONTSTREETMAMA9@GMAIL.COM 

TRUE TALES LIVE 
1ST AND 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 6:30 – 8:30 PM

 FIRST TUESDAY - WORKSHOP, FORTH TUESDAY PERFORMANCE 

CONTACT: HTTP://TRUETALESLIVENH.ORG

NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2025

 S T O R Y T E L L I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

NEW HAMPSHIRE STORYTELLING ALLIANCE 
PO BOX 202 FRANKLIN, NH 03235
HTTP://NHSTORYTELLING.ORG/

As winter settles in and the days grow short, we enter what may be the most
ancient season of all: the season of stories. Long before electric lights, long
before tinsel and ornaments, people gathered close to the hearth and tried to
make sense of the dark by telling tales, tales of hope, miracles, family, faith,
resilience, and the promise that light always returns.

Across the world and across generations, those stories became our holidays.
Some tell the Christmas story of a child born in a stable, a moment of
gentleness interrupting a turbulent world. Others light the Hanukkah candles to
remember that a small flame can outlast every expectation. Families marking
Kwanzaa share stories of unity and self-determination, reminding one another
that communities are strongest when everyone’s gifts are honored. Followers
of Yule celebrate the turning of the sun, holding onto the old belief that even the
deepest night carries the seed of dawn. And in households that still celebrate
Diwali in late autumn, the memory lingers into winter: the triumph of light over
darkness, knowledge over ignorance, hope over fear.

Different traditions, different languages, different foods, different music, but the
same impulse: We gather. We remember. We tell stories.

And every family has its own. The recipe that “must” be made the same way
every year. The relative who always arrives late but always brings laughter.
The moment someone retells the story of a holiday miracle that may or may not
have happened exactly that way, but no one dares correct it because, well,
that’s the point. Our shared stories become the glue that holds us together.

In a world that sometimes feels loud, fractured, and hurried, the holidays give
us permission to slow down and listen. To hear how others celebrate. To learn
the traditions of neighbors whose rituals differ from our own. To recognize that
most of us, no matter the nation we come from or the faith we practice, want
the same small, shining things: warmth, belonging, peace, and the joy of
watching someone’s eyes light up in wonder.

This year, maybe that’s the story worth telling.

That great cultures, great religions, and great nations are all built on the same
foundation: people sharing stories in the dark, waiting together for the light to
return.
And in that sense, the holidays, all of them, are really one long, human
celebration. One shared reminder that the world is a brighter place when we
honor each other’s traditions, listen to each other’s voices, and add our own
small flame to the circle.

May your season be full of stories worth repeating and new ones worth
remembering.

Quinn Golden
President NHSA

T H E  S E AS O N  O F  STO R I E S

mailto:sebastianlockwood88@gmail.com
mailto:frontstreetmama9@gmail.com
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N H S A  F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E

I F  Y O U  H A V E  A  W R I T T E N  P I E C E  T H A T  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  B E  C O N S I D E R E D  A S  T H E  M O N T H L Y
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DZIĘKUJĘ BABCI 
BY SHARON V. WOOD 

e a r n  m o n e y  f o r  C h r i s t m a s ,  s o  I  a s k e d  h i m  t o  b u i l d  u s  a  w o o d e n  s t a b l e .  T h e  d e s i g n  h e  c h o s e  wa s  s i m p l e  a n d  r u s t i c ,
a n d  I  wa s  ve r y  p l e a s e d . We  h a d  n o  n a t i v i t y  f i g u re s  t o  p u t  i n s i d e ,  a n d  ra t h e r  t h a n  b u y i n g  j u s t  a ny  s e t ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o
t a ke  my  t i m e  s h o p p i n g  fo r  j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  o n e. Fo r  s eve ra l  ye a r s ,  a  F i s h e r  P r i c e  fa m i l y  b e c a m e  o u r  H o l y  Fa m i l y,
s h e p h e rd s,  a n d  w i s e  m e n  i n s i d e  t h e  l ove l y  h o m e - c ra f t e d  c re c h e. 

I  c a n ’ t  q u i t e  p u t  my  f i n g e r  o n  w h a t  I  wa s  l o o k i n g  fo r,  b u t  I  s e a rc h e d  fo r  t h o s e  s p e c i a l  n a t i v i t y  f i g u re s  fo r  s eve ra l
ye a r s . At  p o s t - C h r i s t m a s  s a l e s  a n d  a t  c ra f t  fa i r s ,  I  a l ways  l i n g e re d  n e a r  t h e  n a t i v i t y  s c e n e s,  wa i t i n g  fo r  t h a t  m a g i c a l
fe e l i n g  o f  k n ow i n g  t h a t  I ’d  fo u n d  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  s e t  o f  f i g u re s  t o  c o m p l e t e  o u r  C h r i s t m a s  c re c h e. B u t  I  n eve r
fo u n d  a ny  t h a t  we re  j u s t  r i g h t .

S o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  t h o s e  ye a r s ,  o n e  o f  my  m a t e r n a l  u n c l e s  d i e d . H e  wa s  my  g o d fa t h e r,  a  b a c h e l o r,  a n d  h a d  l i ve d  h i s
e n t i re  l i fe  i n  my  Po l i s h  g ra n d p a re n t s ’  h o m e. S e t t l i n g  t h e  e s t a t e  t o o k  s o m e  t i m e,  s i n c e  h i s  s u r v i v i n g  b ro t h e r s  a n d
s i s t e r s  c o u l d  n o t  re a d i l y  a g re e  o n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  h i s  p ro p e r t y. Eve n t u a l l y  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  we re  d i v i d e d
a m o n g  t h e  m a ny  h e i r s . O n e  d ay,  b e fo re  t h e  h o u s e  wa s  s o l d ,  my  m o t h e r  a n d  I  wa l ke d  t h ro u g h  t h e  l o n e l y  ro o m s,
re m e m b e r i n g  w h e n  t h ey  h a d  b e e n  f u l l  o f  a u n t s ,  u n c l e s ,  a n d  yo u n g  c o u s i n s  o n  S u n d ay  v i s i t s  t o  B a b c i . I  o p e n e d  a
c l o s e t  d o o r  a n d  fo u n d  i t  f u l l  o f  C h r i s t m a s  d e c o ra t i o n s . “ Ta ke  t h e m ,” my  m o t h e r  s a i d . “ T h ey  we re  l e f t  b e h i n d  b e c a u s e
n o  o n e  e l s e  wa n t s  t h e m .” B a g s  o f  t a c k y  o r n a m e n t s ,  b oxe s  m a r ke d  “ L i g h t s ” ,  a  p l a s t i c  s n ow m a n ,  a  s m i l i n g  S a n t a  fa c e
t h a t  l i t  u p  w h e n  p l u g g e d  i n ,  a n d  a  s m a l l  a r t i f i c i a l  t re e  a l l  we n t  i n t o  my  c a r  a n d  we re  c a r r i e d  h o m e  t o  my  N ew
H a m p s h i re  a t t i c .

 At  C h r i s t m a s  I  o p e n e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  b oxe s,  b u t  fo r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  c l o s e d  t h e m  u p  a g a i n  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  a ny. Fo r  m a ny
ye a r s  t h ey  j u s t  s t aye d  i n  t h e  a t t i c  a n d  we re  n eve r  u s e d . O n e  s u m m e r  we e k - e n d  I  d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  a  d e n t  i n  o u r
h o u s e h o l d  c l u t t e r  by  h o l d i n g  a  ya rd  s a l e . T h e  b a g s  a n d  b oxe s  o f  my  U n c l e  H a n k ’s  C h r i s t m a s  d e c o ra t i o n s  we re
d ra g g e d  f ro m  t h e  a t t i c  t o  t h e  ya rd . We  h a d  n o  n e e d  fo r  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  t re e  s i n c e  my  fo re s t e r  h u s b a n d  wo u l d  c u t  a  l i ve
o n e  f ro m  o u r  ow n  ya rd . T h e  S a n t a  fa c e  h a d  h u n g  ove r  o u r  p o rc h  ro o f  t h e  o n e  ye a r  we  d e c o ra t e d  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e
h o u s e,  b u t  i t  h e l d  n o  s e n t i m e n t a l  va l u e ,  s o  i t  we n t  i n t o  t h e  s a l e ,  t o o. 

I  p i c ke d  u p  o n e  b ox  m a r ke d  “ L i g h t s ” . We  c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ’ t  n e e d  m o re  o f  t h o s e. B u t ,  w h e n  o p e n e d ,  t h e  b ox  reve a l e d
m u c h  d i f fe re n t  c o n t e n t s . Wra p p e d  i n  ye l l owe d  p a p e r  we re  M a r y,  J o s e p h ,  a n d  t h e  C h r i s t  C h i l d  i n  a  m a n g e r,  W i s e  M e n ,
a n  a n g e l . A s  I  u nw ra p p e d  e a c h  o n e,  t e a r s  c a m e  t o  my  eye s  w h e n  I  re a l i ze d  t h e  t re a s u re  t h a t  l ay  i n  my  l a p. M y
g ra n d m o t h e r ’s  n a t i v i t y  f i g u re s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  l ov i n g l y  p l a c e d  u n d e r  h e r  C h r i s t m a s  t re e  e a c h  ye a r  o f  my  c h i l d h o o d ,
h a d  fo u n d  t h e i r  way  t o  my  h o m e. A l l  t h o s e  ye a r s  t h a t  I  h a d  b e e n  wa i t i n g  t o  f i n d  j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  s e t  t o  p u t  i n  o u r
c re c h e,  t h e  p e r fe c t  o n e  l ay  h i d d e n  i n  my  a t t i c ,  u n re c o g n i ze d  i n  a  m i s l a b e l e d  b ox .

 A f t e r  m a ny  ye a r s  o f  u s e  a n d  a t t e m p t e d  re p a i r s ,  o u r  wo o d e n  c re c h e  wa s  d i s c a rd e d . M y  B a b c i ’s  n a t i v i t y  s e t  wa s
l ov i n g l y  t a ke n  d ow n  f ro m  t h e  a t t i c ,  u nw ra p p e d ,  a n d  p l a c e d  o n  a  w i d e  w i n d ows i l l . T h e  H o l y  Fa m i l y  i s  t h e re . T h e re ’s
n o  s h e p h e rd ,  b u t  a n  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  a n i m a l s ,  l a rg e  a n d  s m a l l  re p re s e n t  h i m . A l l  t h re e  W i s e  M e n  a n d  a n  a n g e l  re m a i n .
T h ey  a re  a  t re a s u re ,  a l m o s t  l o s t  fo reve r,  a n  h e i r l o o m  o f  l a s t i n g  l ove . . E a c h  t i m e  I  t o u c h  t h e m ,  my  h e a r t  w h i s p e r s
“ D z i ę k u j ę ” ( T h a n k  yo u )  a n d  I  k n ow  my  g ra n d m o t h e r  h e a r s  m e.

O n e  C h r i s t m a s  w h e n  o u r  c h i l d re n  we re  yo u n g ,  I  re a l i ze d  t h a t ,
a l t h o u g h  we  a l ways  h a d  a  f re s h  c u t  t re e  a n d  we re  b u i l d i n g  a
n i c e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  o r n a m e n t s ,  o u r  yo u n g  fa m i l y  d i d  n o t  ow n  a
c re c h e  t o  p l a c e  u n d e r  t h e  t re e . M y  b e s t  f r i e n d ’s  b ro t h e r,  w h o
h a d  j u s t  l o s t  h i s  j o b,  wa s  t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  wo o d e n  h a n d i c ra f t s  t o  



N E W S L E T T E R  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

Storytelling News...

A N N U A L  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  E V E N T S

A L L  D A Y  1 S T  S A T  I N  M A Y  G R A N I T E  S T A T E  S T O R Y  S W A P
A  F E A T U R E D  S T O R Y T E L L E R ’ S  K E Y N O T E  P L U S  C O N C E R T  A N D  S T O R Y T E L L E R S  S I T T I N G  A R O U N D  A N D  S W A P P I N G  S T O R I E S  A L L  D A Y .  

S O M E T I M E  B E F O R E  T H A N K S G I V I N G  T E L L A B R A T I O N !   T M

A  C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  H E L D  A L L  O V E R  T H E  U S  A N D  M U C H  O F  T H E  W O R L D .  L O C A L L Y  I N  C O N C O R D ,  N H  A N D  O N  T H E  S E A C O A S T

L A S T  W E E K E N D  I N  M A R C H  -  S H A R I N G  T H E  F I R E
A  T H R E E - D A Y  F E S T I V A L  O F  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  W O R K S H O P S ,  S T O R Y  S W A P S ,  C O N C E R T S  A N D  C O N T E S T S  F E A T U R I N G  A  W E L L - K N O W N

S T O R Y T E L L E R ’ S  K E Y N O T E  A N D  C O N C E R T .  S E E  H T T P S : / / W W W . N E S T O R Y T E L L I N G . O R G /  F O R  D E T A I L S .
 

Hear Ye, 
Hear Ye
Calling

All
Tellers of
Tales...

S e b a s t i a n  Lo c k wo o d ’s  H e a d l e s s  i n  H a n c o c k  1 8 8 2  i s  a  h i s t o r i c a l  n ove l  s e t  i n  a
ve r y  re a l  s m a l l  N ew  H a m p s h i re  t ow n ,  w h e re  t h e  l o c a l  i n n  b e c o m e s  t h e
c ro s s ro a d s  fo r  a  s t re a m  o f  u n u s u a l  g u e s t s . A l t h o u g h  f i c t i o n a l i ze d ,  t h e  s t o r y  i s
b u i l t  o n  c a re f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h
c e n t u r y,  f ro m  l i n g e r i n g  p o s t – C i v i l  Wa r  t e n s i o n s  t o  t h e  s l ow  a r r i va l  o f  m o d e r n
t e c h n o l o g y.

T h e  b o o k  b l e n d s  a n  o n g o i n g  s t o r y l i n e  a b o u t  t h e  i n n ’s  re g u l a r  re s i d e n t s ,  a
s m a l l  g ro u p  o f  l i ka b l e  m a i n  c h a ra c t e r s  w h o s e  p e r s o n a l  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
re l a t i o n s h i p s  evo l ve  a s  t h e  t ow n  e n c o u n t e r s  n ew  fa c e s ,  w i t h  e p i s o d i c
c h a p t e r s  t h a t  i n t ro d u c e  a  s t e a d y  s t re a m  o f  t rave l e r s ,  e a c h  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  ow n
q u i r ks ,  b a c kg ro u n d s,  a n d  u n ex p e c t e d  m o m e n t s . T h i s  s t r u c t u re  c re a t e s  a  l i ve l y
m i x  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  a n d  n ove l t y,  a l l ow i n g  t h e  re a d e r  t o  s e t t l e  i n t o  t h e  r hy t h m s  o f
t h e  i n n  w h i l e  s t i l l  e n j oy i n g  t h e  s u r p r i s e  o f  n ew  a r r i va l s . M a ny  o f  t h e s e  v i s i t o r s
e c h o  we l l - k n ow n  f i g u re s  f ro m  l i t e ra t u re ,  s c i e n c e,  o r  re g i o n a l  h i s t o r y,  a d d i n g  a
p l ay f u l  l aye r  fo r  re a d e r s  w h o  re c o g n i ze  t h e  i n s p i ra t i o n s  b e h i n d  t h e m  a n d
d e e p e n i n g  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e .

Lo c k wo o d ’s  d e s c r i p t i ve  s t y l e  m a ke s  t h e  i n n  e s p e c i a l l y  v i v i d ,  i t ’s  e a sy  t o
p i c t u re  t h e  ro o m s,  t h e  a t m o s p h e re ,  a n d  t h e  r hy t h m  o f  l i fe  t h e re . H i s  a t t e n t i o n
t o  t h e  m e a l s  a n d  d r i n ks  s e r ve d  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t o r y  p l a c e s  t h e  re a d e r
d i re c t l y  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  a d d i n g  wa r m t h  a n d  a  s e n s o r y  d e t a i l  t o  t h e  s e t t i n g . T h e
fo o d  c re a t e s  t h e  b r i d g e  b e t we e n  eve n t s ,  j u s t  a s  fo o d  a n d  d r i n k  d o  i n  a l l  o f  o u r
l i ve s . T h a t  v i t a l  c o n n e c t i o n  ke e p s  t h e  s t o r y  re a l  a n d  a l i ve .

O ve ra l l ,  t h e  n ove l  re a d s  a s  a  wa r m ,  i m a g i n a t i ve  t r i b u t e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e
a n d  e ra ,  o f fe r i n g  h u m o r,  n o s t a l g i a ,  a n d  a  p a ra d e  o f  m e m o ra b l e  c h a ra c t e r s .

I t  i s  a  s t o r y  we l l  t o l d  by  a  ve r y  g o o d  S t o r y t e l l e r,  we l l  d o n e !

H E A D L E S S  I N  H A N C O C K  1 8 8 2

http://nhstorytelling.org/granite-state-story-swap-2024
https://www.nestorytelling.org/

